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experimented with mung water, almond-milk and mowkra oil as sub-
stitutes for milk. But there was no result and he became weaker.
Kasturbai now insisted that his vow referred only to cow's milk or
buffalo's milk; he had had only these two animals in mind. She,
therefore, suggested that he could take goat's milk. As he wanted to
live, Gandhi ' 'somehow beguiled" himself into emphasizing the letter
of the vow and decided to take goat's milk. Soon after, Dr. Dalai
performed on him a successful operation for fissures.
Tilak wrote to Gandhi an anxious letter requesting him to attend
the Congress session. In reply, Gandhi wrote on August 25 :
"I am thankful for your sympathies. It is natural that you are
worried about my health. By the grace of God, I arn now better. But
for some days I shall not be able to leave my bed. The pain was
severe. Now it has subsided.
"I do not intend to attend the Congress session. Abo I do not intend
to attend the Moderates' Conference. I know that my views differ
from those of both. This I have already told you. I believe that wrecan
render a great service to India by devoting ourselves to the work of
recruitment and taking lakhs of people with us. Mrs. Besant and you
do not agree with my view. I also know that the Moderates will not
be keen on joining this work. This is one thing. The second thing is we
should accept the principle of the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme and
clearly state whatever changes we want to propose. And we should
fight to death to get those changes accepted. It is obvious that the
Moderates will not accept this idea. And even if Mrs. Besant and you
accept this idea, you will not fight in the manner I want to fight. Mrs.
Besant has said that she is not a satyagrahi. You have accepted satya-
graha as the weapon of the week. I do not want to be under illusion.
So also I do not want to create agitation in the Congress, parting
company with you two. I have this faith that if my penance is perfect^
you and Mrs. Besant will accept my principle. I can have patience.
"I do not like in the least that the Moderates and the Extremists
should try to unite forsaking their principles. There are two parties
in the country. I do not think that there would be any harm in
putting the opinion of both the parties clearly before the Govern-
ment and the people."
In a letter to Surendranath Banerjea, he wrote in August:
"I have your telegram redirected from Ahinedabad where I am
at present engaged in recruiting. A visit to Calcutta means at least a